Gospel of John
Chapter 8

A Woman Caught In Adultery

Some Bible translations may contain a note here that this text
does not appear in all early Bible manuscripts. There are some 5,300
ancient manuscripts of the New Testament!, and so it is not
surprising that there are some with passages removed or redacted.
Nothing in the passage contradicts the message of Christ, or causes
us to consider it false, so there is no real reason to debate its validity
or testimony at this time.

It is notable that the woman taken in adultery was taken “in
the act”; the question is of course, where is the man that was also

caught? This tells us that the issue here is not the justice of the Law
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of Moses, but a test of Jesus. There is no question here as to her

guilt, or the appropriate penalty. The Law is clear:

Leviticus 20:10 'The man who commits adultery with
another man's wife, he who commits adultery with his
neighbor’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress, shall

surely be put to death.

How can it be fair that they have chosen to punish only one
of the parties involved? Obviously it is not, and we are left to
wonder why they have only chosen to punish one of the parties. Is
he a friend, or is it that these men are hesitant to punish the man for
the crime?

Perhaps what is most important is not our supposition, but
that this is a trap. It is possible that putting her to death at Jesus’
order might well create a reason for the Roman’s to arrest Him; this
seems unlikely, since the Romans are not very concerned about the
Jews enforcing matters of their own law?. Perhaps it is more the case
that this will put a wedge between the people and Jesus. Jesus has
been a teacher of mercy and grace, and has promoted the heart of
the law. John’s very Gospel is established to show how grace came
through Jesus.

"He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her
first." We cannot miss the absolute brilliance of this answer to the
issue. It does not suggest at all that the Law of Moses should be
invalidated; it is in fact an encouragement to follow through.

However, it puts to the enforcer of the law an obvious qualification:

2 John 19:6-7; Acts 7:58; Acts 18:15
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only one who is sin free has the authority to carry through with the
punishment. This brings to mind something that Jesus’ half-brother

would tell us later:

James 4:11 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He
who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks
evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the
law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is one
Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who are you

to judge another?

Jesus would qualify this a bit further, to tell us that we have
an authority to make judgments, but only if we ourselves have been
attentive to be attentive, or have corrected ourselves. In the last
chapter we were commanded not to judge by appearance, but with
righteous judgment. We consider this in perspective with another

commandment to judge:

Matthew 7:2-5 "For with what judgment you judge, you
will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be
measured back to you. And why do you look at the speck in
your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your
own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me
remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in
your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from
your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the

speck from your brother’s eye.”
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The men depart; the older first, perhaps seeing the point in
their experiences before the younger men. In the end, it is Jesus and
the woman. The last statement Jesus makes is that she is to “leave

your life of sin”.

The Testimony of Jesus

The subject moves back to the testimony of the identity of
Jesus. In the course of this chapter, the conversation becomes
heated, with the Jews who are against Christ accusing Jesus of being
illegitimate, and ultimately attempting to kill Him. Jesus will make
one of the most personal testimonies of His identity as being God.

Jesus now testifies that He is the light of the world. The
Pharisees make the point that a single witness is insufficient; Jesus
responds to say that the Father testifies with Him. He may have
pointed to this conversation in chapter five, that John the Baptist
testified of Him, and the Scriptures testified of Him. For our sake
we are adding the Father’s testimony now.

Jesus says that His witness testimony is based on the place
He has come from: heaven. Since the Throne of God is in Heaven,
this testimony is one of absolute authority. “Where is your father” is
the question; all of the Gospel accounts are mute about the presence
of Joseph after Jesus begins to preach, leaving us to conclude that he
is deceased. This is the father they are thinking of, one they seem to

know about?.

3 John 6:42
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In verse 31 Jesus begins speaking to some of the Jews who
believed Him. We need to note that John does not generalize or
stereotype anybody in his Gospel; there are faithful, believing Jews,
and there are unfaithful, disbelieving Jews. Even of the Pharisees,
John tells us of some who believe, and some who do not. However,
in this point of the passage, even the Jews who believe in Him will
become hostile. Perhaps we are subtly being told that “believing”
in Jesus does not make one a disciple of Jesus*.

Jesus tells them that they are slaves, slaves to sin. The
response of these Jews is their statement that as descendants of
Abraham, they are no one’s slave. However, considering the history
of the last 600 years, this is rather problematic statement. Their
people have been captives some time, with Assyria, Babylon, Persia,
the Greeks, and now the Romans. They are not “free” even in a
worldly sense. However, Jesus does not speak to this type of
freedom, but to the freedom that truth brings from sin.

If the idea of slavery was not offensive, the next comparison
must be; Jesus tells them that Satan is their father. This is a true
insult, one Jesus would reserve for the Pharisees and Lawyers
elsewhere who make men slaves of sin®. They identify their father
first as Abraham, then as God Himself. Yet Jesus continues to berate
them, to tell them that they desire to commit murder. Again, they
do not seem to believe the accusation themselves, as it seems in
chapter seven.

The insults continue. Jesus is called a Samaritan, and then

He is identified as one who has a demon. Jesus never stoops to

4 James 2:19

5 Matthew 23:15
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slander, simply telling them that so long as they oppose Him, they
oppose God Himself, and therefore, are serving the purpose of
Satan. Perhaps the most offensive slander is the one hinted at in
verse 41; that Jesus is a son of fornication. As we know, they are
aware of the background of Jesus Christ, of His father Joseph and
mother Mary. Perhaps they know this too, having sent out men to
investigate him as these did John in chapter one, or will do to the
blind man in chapter nine. Jesus was born to a woman who was
only engaged to be married when she conceived; in the eyes of all
men (even a righteous man), who would believe what Mary or
Joseph said about the visitations of an angel? It may be that the
very character of His mother is being slandered; who among us
would not rise to this bait? If it is in fact what is being hinted at, the
fact that Jesus does not lose His self-control is marvelous.

Jesus closes His sermon with the promise that whoever
believes in Him will have eternal life. The Jews see this as an insult
to their esteemed father Abraham, one who is known as a friend of
Gode. If Abraham died, how can Jesus offer the opportunity for
eternal life? Jesus tells them that Abraham looked for His coming,
saw it, and rejoiced in it. The Jews mock Him, seeing what they
perceive as a simple impossibility. Then Jesus makes the most
dramatic statement of the book: “Before Abraham was, I AM.”

How did Abraham see the day of Christ? For one thing,
Jesus makes it clear that Abraham is not dead, to the extent that He

lives yet now.

%11 Chronicles 20:7
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Matthew 22:32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? God is not the God of the
dead, but of the living.”

Abraham either saw the day of Christ by faith, or in the sense that
he yet lived in God, he saw it come about. Luke’s account of the
story of Lazarus and the rich man suggest that Abraham had some
awareness of the events in the world”

When God met Moses at the burning bush, He revealed that
most special name that would be the covenant name for
generations: YHWH/Yahweh, or as it is translated into English,
Jehovah. We know that this is a rendering of the expression “I Am
That I Am”, or more specifically, “I AM”. Jesus is using this unique
name of God, not in the third person, but first; He was clearly
saying He was God.

It was not missed by the opponents of Jesus. They pick up
stones to kill Him, but He slips away. As we know, it is not yet His

time, and therefore they have no power to put Him to death.

" Luke 16:29
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